
The 2008 2009 basketball season is off to a great start, and IAABO offi cials everywhere are enforcing the 
points of emphasis, the new rules and are utilizing the correct mechanics and signals. It is poetry in motion 
to watch our offi cials perform with consistency as they employ all of the above and create a level playing 
fi eld and give each team a chance to win. It is also encouraging to see the enthusiasm and passion being 
demonstrated by our offi cials, isn’t it great when we review our games on DVD’s and see that we were in the 
right position to make the correct ruling. Check with the schools where you are offi ciating, they may be able 
to provide you with a DVD of the game, there is no better way to evaluate your performance. Below you 
will fi nd reminders that will assist you in your upcoming games, please review them and incorporate them 
into your pregame discussion. Keep up the good work, and remember, every game is important to someone.

Jump Ball &Toss - Start the game with an outstanding toss. The toss should be higher than each player can jump. It is a violation to 
contact the ball on the way up. Both the tossing offi cial and the non-tossing offi cial are responsible for monitoring the toss. Too many 
games begin with a poor toss and/or a violation. As per rule, a poor toss must be ruled as such and a re-toss should take place. As per 
rule, a violation (contacting the ball on its way up) is a violation. Penalize the player contacting the ball in such cases.

Free Throw Coverage - Be focused and care, monitor the play along the free throw lane lines. Penalize players who refuse to comply 
with the rules. Breaking the outside plane of the free throw lane line prior to the ball contacting the ring or backboard and disconcertion 
must be penalized. Don’t end the lane line coverage upon the release of the ball by the free thrower.  Free throws are FREE unhindered 
attempts to score. Free of any potential distractions, enforce the rule. Additionally, be aware of the offensive player in the second lane 
space leaving the space and moving into the fi rst space behind the defensive player. Leaving a lane space prior 

“IAABO Salutes Edgar 
Cartotto for 55 Years of 
Outstanding Service”

IAABO Inc. is excited to host the annual IAABO Spring Meeting in 
Orlando, Florida, one of the top meetings destination in the world. Great 
meetings start with a great destination like Orlando. The venue for the 
annual business meeting will again be at the appealing and convenient 
Regal Sun Resort (formerly The Grosvenor Hotel), located directly across 
the street from Walt Disney World “Market Place” and “Pleasure Island.” 
Orlando is the epicenter of fun and near-limitless entertainment options 
that guarantees busy guests are engaged with a choice of great leisure 
opportunities. You know, of course, about the theme parks. But there is also 
an array of world class restaurants, fabulous spas, shops, factory outlets, 
nightclubs, tours and golf courses, more than 150 of them. And if cultural 
venues are more your cup of tea, there are gorgeous botanical gardens, the 
Orange County Regional History Center, the Orlando Museum of Art, the 
Orlando Science Center, the Morse Museum of American Art and several 
other fi ne museums.

Contact the Regal Sun at 1.800.624.4109 and ask for the “IAABO Rate”.  The deadline to make a reservation at the “IAABO Rate” 
is Monday, March 30, 2009.  Rooms range from $99.00 for a standard room to $139 for the Skyview (Tower). 

Elections - As per tradition, the primary purpose of the annual meeting is for delegates from all IAABO Boards to elect a president, 
president-elect, and vice president to serve the organization.  In addition, four of the 12 executive committee positions are open for 
election to serve three-year terms.  The elections will be held on Sunday morning. The business of IAABO will be conducted by its 
committees and will meet Thursday evening through Saturday morning.  See page 7 for a complete agenda and schedule of activities. 
There will be an Interpreters Roundtable, Secretaries Roundtable, and  as requested a session on constructing Power Points. Many 
interesting and informative topics will also be presented at the meeting.  Of special interest on Saturday, a session 

(continued on page 3)
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STATEMENT
The International Association of 
Approved Basketball Offi cials, Inc. 
is a nonprofi t organization dedicated 
to the advancement of basketball 
offi ciating, through the proper 
training of applicants by visual and 
written aids; constant supervision by 
board proctors and dissemination of 
rule changes and interpretations.

Director’s Court 

In each issue of Sportorial I will attempt to address issues 
which are timely and designed to stimulate discussion and 
maybe even some introspection into ourselves as members 
of this great organization.
First and foremost, what kind of IAABO member are 

you, and secondly are you getting the most out of your 
membership?
As a member do you look forward to the start of basketball 

season and attending your local meetings for the new rules, 
points of emphasis, and mechanics changes? Are you 

attentive, do you participate or are you disinterested and watch the clock waiting impatiently 
for the meeting to end? Are you there because it is a requirement, or worse do you sign in to get 
credit for the meeting and then sneak out at the fi rst opportunity?
Your board interpreter puts in a great amount of time and effort to prepare for these meetings as 

it is his/her responsibility to be the provider of the latest information on the rules, interpretations 
and mechanics. The interpreter attends the IAABO fall seminar so that he/she is prepared 
with the techniques, technology, and guidelines to make these presentations educational and 
worthwhile for the members. He/she takes this responsibility very seriously so that you can 
perform at a high level and be a credit to the game.  Please be courteous and appreciate the time 
and effort involved.
Besides just offi ciating games and attending mandatory meetings, your local IAABO board 

could use your help.  There are other activities which need your assistance locally such as being 
a mentor, evaluating new offi cials, participating at golf outings, the annual banquet and various 
committees.  If time permits in your life, why not lend a hand?
You are an important member of IAABO, and it is hoped that you are maximizing your 

membership by taking advantage of the basketball information located on the IAABO 
website. This includes the plays of the week, the video of the week, and power point and video 
presentations to assist you and your development as an offi cial. Other membership benefi ts will 
also be found there.  For example: links to Honigs for all your referee apparel, Referees for 
Cancer links and contact information for  the IAABO offi ce for any other needs you may have.
IAABO is actively pursuing issues that affect the offi cial at every level.  Please notify Donnie 

Eppley at the IAABO International offi ce with issues that you would like to see addressed.  He 
and the IAABO staff will fi nd a way to address your concerns.  IAABO wants its members to 
feel supported and heard.  We cannot do that if we don’t hear from you or see you.  Think about 
your IAABO participation.  Could your role be larger?    IAABO looks forward to hearing from 
you.  
Hope your season is going well and that you are blessed with good health.  Remember 

IAABO’s philosophy as you work your games, “ONE RULE ONE INTERPRETATION.”

Former IAABO Member Clayton Anderson, Bd. 205 TX (right) and now United States 
Astronaut, is shown here in outer space with Oleg Kotov, Flight Engineer-1 (left); Fyodor 
Yurchikin, Station Commander for Expedition 15 (middle). Photo courtesy of NASA

First 3 Person Basketball Offi ciating Crew in Outer Space



contact did affect one of the involved players’s opportunity or 
freedom of movement the contact is illegal and must be ruled a 
foul. 

An  example of legal contact (incidental) which is often 
ruled a foul – late in the game an offensive player has ‘beaten’ 
the opponent and is breaking away via a dribble; the defender 
reaches out and contacts the dribbler; the contact (incidental) does 
not affect/hinder the offensive player’s opportunity or freedom 
of movement; the offi cial rules a foul even though the contact is 
legal (incidental) contact; the ruling places the offensive player at 
a disadvantage as he/she simply wants to progress with the ball 
and have the clock continue to run; such a ruling creates an unfair 
situation as it stops the clock and forces the offensive team into a 
throw-in or free throw situation when it prefers to control the ball 
and have the clock running.

Dunking – Grasping the Ring - Dunking the ball is legal. 
Grasping the ring is only legal when the player is preventing 
self injury or injury to others. To dunk does not require grasping 
the ring and grasping is not necessary to completing the act of 
dunking the ball. A hand(s) contacting the ring will often occur 
when a player is dunking. To dunk the ball and have a hand(s) 
touch/contact the ring is legal. To dunk the ball a player does 
not need to cause the ring to break down. To grasp, place fi ngers 
around the ring, is unnecessary and is illegal. 

Nearest Spot (a rule) - The nearest spot to the violation or foul 
is a rule not simply a mechanic. The designated spot/nearest spot 
is not to be determined based on the convenience of the offi cials. 

Signals - Signals (communication) are an important element of 
offi ciating.

Signals are used to communicate – not draw attention to the 
offi cial.

Use only approved signals for effective communication with 
partner(s) and others.

Signals should be given in a calm, controlled professional 
manner – not “hit and run.”

Most signals are required by rule; they are not simply signal 
chart/manual items

Not signaling or use of unauthorized signals can cause confusion 
or misinformation.

Procedure at the Site of all Types of Fouls - Sound the whistle. 
If necessary move toward fouler. Stay there.

Arm up with closed fi st (don’t hurry it down) stops the clock 
and indicates a foul.

Don’t hurry in lowering the arm. Use the ‘bird dog’ signal if 
necessary.

Inform the player by stating the color of the jersey and the 
number.

Signal the type of foul.
If there are to be free throws, state the jersey color and number 

of the player.
Inform a partner of the color and number of the free thrower 

and the number of free throws.
If there are no free throws, indicate the location of the throw-in 

spot.
Don’t ‘hit and run’. Don’t walk and talk.  
Note: the players deserve to be informed of committing the 

foul, the type of foul, the number of free 
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to the ball contacting the ring or backboard is a violation. Enforce 
the rules and non-compliance will be eliminated.

Traveling Concerns - Jump stop landing legally then lifting 
a foot and replacing it on the fl oor to protect the ball from an 
opponent or to enhance the result of a try for goal or a pass. Ruling 
– traveling. The offi cial must be focused and not be caught by 
surprise.

A player, while moving, catches a pass or gathers her/his 
dribble places a foot on the court (pivot foot) then reaches out 
with the non-pivot foot and places it on the fl oor followed by 
lifting the pivot foot and returning it to the fl oor to begin a lay 
up try. Ruling – traveling. The offi cial must be focused and not 
caught by surprise.

A player, in full stride, receives a pass, with a foot on the fl oor 
(pivot foot) then reaches out with the non-pivot foot and places it 
on the fl oor, lifts the pivot foot and then release the ball to begin a 
dribble. Ruling – traveling. The offi cial must be focused and not 
caught by surprise.

The above three situations occur regularly and often are not 
ruled a violation. The movement is very fl uid and athletic (nice 
looking moves). Because they are illegal, and are not penalized 
they lead to a distinct advantage. Be prepared.

Three seconds - It has been said, “Don’t be a good three second 
offi cial.” Where can rule support be found for that statement? The 
three second rule matters. This part of the game needs attention. 
If one observes many games it will be discovered that there are 
many instances of a player in the free throw lane for fi ve and six 
seconds. Negligence can permit an advantage that leads to a score.

Closely Guarded - Don’t be slow in applying the rule. The 
defense is playing with the rule in mind. Any delay takes away 
from the effort of the defense. The application of the rule and 
fi ve second count does not end because there is advancement 
toward the basket by the offense. The closely guarded rule applies 
anywhere in the frontcourt when the defense is in a legal guarding 
position within six feet of the offensive player. The defender is 
not ‘beaten’ until the offensive player gets head and shoulders 
past the front plane of the defender. Until that occurs, the rule 
and count continues. Do not signal ‘not closely guarded’ when 
the two involved players are six feet (measured from toe to toe) 
or less apart.

Palming - Rather than thinking in terms of “palming”, think 
about the ending of a dribble. The dribble ends when the ball 
comes to rest in or on a hand(s).When the dribbler causes the 
ball to come to rest (the dribble has ended). To then push the ball 
to the fl oor constitutes the beginning of a new dribble = illegal 
(double dribble. To allow a “double dribble” creates a substantial 
advantage.

Contact - There is legal (incidental) and illegal contact. All 
players (offense& defense) are entitled, by rule, to have freedom 
of movement. Arm bars, bumping, backing down, hands on, 
displacement, leaning on, holding, pushing, and illegal screens 
prevent freedom of movement. Such contact affects the player’s 
ability to play. Such contact is a foul and must be ruled a foul. 

Each contact that occurs requires that the offi cial to apply the 
“litmus test” – did the contact affect (hinder or help) the offensive 
player or defender? If it did not affect either player’s opportunity 
or freedom of movement, the contact is legal (incidental). If the 
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throws; the partner(s) need to be informed – don’t assume that they know; all 
others involved (spectators, media, coaches, etc.) deserve being informed; all 
manuals require that the procedure be followed.

Procedure at the Site of all Types of Violations - Sound the whistle. 
Arm up with open hand (don’t hurry it down) stops the clock and indicates 

a violation.
If necessary, move away from a congested area prior to signaling.
Signal the type of violation. 
State the throw-in team’s color and signal the direction (toward the throw-

in team’s basket).
Indicate the location of the throw-in spot.
Don’t ‘hit and run’. Don’t turn your back and walk and talk 
Procedure at the Site of Time-out - Sound the whistle.
Arm up with open hand (don’t hurry it down) stops the clock and signals 

time-out.
Indicate the location of the throw-in spot.
Look toward the Head Coach, while proceeding toward the reporting area, 

for an indication of the type of time-out.
Share a preliminary type of time-out signal with partner(s).
Note: The time-out signal is the arm up with open hand. Later there is a 

type signal.
           There are sixty second and thirty second time-outs. Both are ‘full’ 

time-outs.
Intentional Fouls – Far too often, officials do not rule fouls as intentional 

when the act clearly meets the criteria for an intentional foul.  The intentional 
foul has devolved into misapplication and personal interpretation.  The 
defensive team is given an unwarranted advantage if an intentional foul is not 
ruled when committed.  Intentional fouls may occur at any time during the 
game.  Some things to look for are:  (a)  Any foul which is not a legitimate 
attempt to play the ball.  (b)  Grabbing a player’s arm, body without initially 
attempting to game control of the ball.  (c)  Any holding, pushing or grabbing 
a player away from the ball.  (d)  Grabbing a player’s uniform.  (e)  Wrapping 
the arm(s) around a player.  (f)  Pushing/grabbing a player from behind before 
the act of shooting starts when an apparent easy basket may be scored.  (g)  
An obvious attempt to stop the clock to neutralize the opponents obvious 
advantageous position by force the opponent into a throw-in or free throw-in 
situation.

Throw-in (Indicate & Designate) - There is a difference between indicate 
and designate. After ruling a violation or a foul with no free throws, the ruling 
official shall indicate (a preliminary signal to identify) the location of the 
throw-in). At the site of the throw-in, the rule requires the official to designate 
(signal) the throw-in spot. How can an official rule a designated spot violation 
if the spot has not been designated. There should never be a designated spot 
throw-in without a designated spot signal.

Prior to administering a throw-in after a time-out, to begin a quarter or 
any unusual delay the administering official shall sound the whistle, state the 
throw-in team’s color and signal the direction (toward the throw-in team’s 
basket).

Trail Official in Transition - During backcourt endline throw-ins and 
other transition situations, the Trail official is to trail the play not move ahead 
of the play and then look back. Trail official moving to the Lead should 
always look over the inside shoulder in transition.

Pre-Game – Dressing Room and On the Court - Always have a pre-
game conference. Don’t take your responsibility, the game or the crew make 
up lightly. Be professional, coordinate, communicate – be mentally ready; 
prepare.

Use the pre-game on the court wisely. This is not a time to visit with crew 

Syracuse Sports Hall of Fame 
Inducts IAABO Member Mike Kitts

There’s a great deal of pride when your favorite team is on television 
for all to see, especially when that group is competing for a championship.

Likewise, the same feeling when one of our community’s fi nest is in 
the middle of that competition. Thus the pride of Syracuse when Mike 
Kitts, long-time basketball referee, takes to the court in another NCAA 
fi nal or league championship. We have all seen him during the winter 
many times each week keeping pace in the fast action of collegiate 
basketball. In fact, we probably see him as often as his family does 
during the season with a travel schedule that makes him a frequent fl yer 
all-star from November to April.

Mike is a native  of Syracuse who 
played both basketball and baseball 
for St. Anthony’s, capturing all-
league in both sports. In 1968 he was 
second in the Parochial League in 
scoring.

Sports has always been a part 
of his life as he played college ball 
for Onondaga Community College 
and many years in the city’s Classic 
Recreational Basketball League. 
In 1979 he began offi ciating high 
school basketball games and quickly moved to Division II and III college 
in 1981. The big move came in 1985 when he jumped to Division I. This 
year he completed his 22nd season with his primary conference, the Big 
East. He also refs for the SEC, ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, Conference USA, 
Atlantic 10, MAC and MAAC. He’s worked the MAAC title game 
twelve years in a row. See what we mean about knowing his way around 
airports.

Mike has offi ciated four NCAA Final Fours as well as fi ve NIT 
fi nals and four Big East fi nals. Mike has been the recipient of the Joe 
Schwarzer Award from the Blind Men & Criers for excellent in sports 
offi ciating and reveived the John Sherlock award from IAABO Local 
Board #38 in 2008.

This article is courtesy of The Greater Syracuse Sports Hall of Fame , 
Inc., www.syracusehalloffame.com.

members or others. Continue your preparation this is your warm-up time. 
Identify the pivot foot, observe post players practicing, observe footwork 
during three point attempts, observe dribbles ending, etc.

Referee - be professional and thorough with scorer and timer instructions. 
Don’t take anything for granted. 

Officials are Part of the Education Process – IAABO Boards and 
individual officials, when game assignments are accepted must realize that 
we are part of the education process.  We are working for the schools.  The 
schools have expectations of the coaches, the players, the spectators and it 
is vital that officials assist the schools in meeting those expectations.  Thos 
expectations include, overall compliance, positive sportsmanship along with 
respect for the schools, the uniform, the game, the rules, the opponents, the 
public and the officials.  

Best Wishes for an Enjoyable and Successful Officiating Season – 
IAABO thanks Boards, Interpreters and Officials for the devotion to 
professional improvement.  A special commendation is extended for service 
the schools, the game, the youth, officiating and representing IAABO as 
“The Best Friend That a Basketball Game Can Have.”  Keep in mind – there 
is no greater treasurer than a good friend.  Peace states with a smile.
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on Legal Issues will address many of the questions and inquiries that 
have been presented to the IAABO offi ce over the past year.

Delegate Registration - All delegates must be registered with the 
IAABO offi ce.  Delegate registrations can be mailed to the IAABO 
Offi ce or transmitted electronically via the IAABO website at www.
iaabo.org.  Any and all members of IAABO are encouraged to attend.  
IAABO is your organization and your voice should be heard.  To 
register as a non-voting delegate, please visit the IAABO website at 
www.iaabo.org.

Social Events - The fi rst social event of the Spring Meeting is the 
annual Thursday morning golf outing at the Lake Buena Vista golf 
course right on the Disney property. LBV is an exciting golf course 
that will challenge the golfers yet at the same time is beautiful and 
enjoyable to play. Tee times will be a “shotgun” start at 8:00 A.M.  The 
registration is $95.00 and includes greens fees, lunch and prizes.  See 
page 20 to register.  Saturday morning will feature the annual Spouse 
and Guest Breakfast.

Other IAABO social events including some family activities are 
being planned and will be described in the next Sportorial.

We, at IAABO, encourage you to make your reservations at your 
earliest convenience, so that we may plan accordingly.  IAABO Inc. 
is excited to host this event and wants to make sure they do their best 
to make this Spring Meeting one of the best in IAABO history.  Hope 
to see you in Orlando.   

Regal Sun Resort
April 23 - 26, 2009

Thursday, April 23, 2009
6:00 p.m. – Executive Committee (Closed Session)

Friday, April 24, 2009
8:30 a.m. – Audit and Budget Committee
9:00 a.m. – Rules and Examination Committee
10:00 a.m. – Constitution Committee
10:30 a.m. – Life Membership Committee
11:00 a.m. – Visualization and Education Committee
1:00 p.m. – Interpreter’s Roundtable – Year in Review 
2:00 p.m. – Nomination Committee
2:00 p.m. – Board Relations Committee
2:30 p.m. – Women’s Coordinating Committee
3:00 p.m. – Board Secretaries Roundtable 
                   (Insurance Matters – Q&A)
4:30 p.m. – Membership Committee

Saturday, April 25, 2009
8:30 a.m. – Executive Committee (Open)
9:00 a.m. – Executive Committee (Closed)
9:30 a.m. – Legal Issues
12:00 p.m. – Life Membership Luncheon
3:00 p.m. – Interpreter’s Roundtable (Continued)
                   Year in Review

Sunday, April 26, 2009
8:30 a.m. – General Assembly Meeting

** Agenda is subject to change
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 Ok, You’ve studied the rule book numerous times.  You’ve probably 
even spent hours consulting with fellow offi cials regarding information 
in the rulebook.  You know what a foul is, a violation,  an alternating 
possession, and a live ball.  But, do you know what a fi ber gram is or 
what refi ned sugars are or what exactly is high fructose corn syrup?  
You know the game of basketball, but do you know the game of 
NUTRITION?  

 In this article I am going to teach you the basics of nutrition.  If you 
start with these three simple recommendations, your health will slowly 
start to get back into the game.   Besides, before you were able to 
become a good offi cial, you needed to know the game of basketball, so 
if you want to be healthy, you need to learn the game of nutrition.  Here 
we go:

1.  READ THE INGREDIENTS!  You need to know what you are 
putting into your body.  Keep the list as low as possible—the more 
ingredients the product has, the more likely there is something in 
there that you shouldn’t be consuming.  It is easy to remember that 
5 players are allowed on the court from each team, so remember to 
look at the fi rst 5 ingredients in each product you purchase.  Although 
all the ingredients play a role, the fi rst 5 are the most important… just 
like a basketball team.  The poor ingredients or “players” to watch out 
for are sugar and high fructose corn syrup.   These items can cause 
some serious violations in your body, especially if listed in the fi rst 
fi ve ingredients.  Avoid sugar free products, too, especially if they have 
artifi cial sweeteners in the ingredients.  Artifi cial sweeteners come with 
over 95 potential side effects!

Suggested research:  Go on Google and type in : “Sugar and 
Poison” by Allan Spreen, MD   and “Side effects of Aspartame”.  
Check Amazon.com for a book titled Aspartame Disease:  An Ignored 
Epidemic.  

 2.  EAT MORE FIBER!   Read labels for the fi ber content, recorded 
in grams.  Your goal is to get 25-35 grams per day.  That is 10 grams per 
meal if you eat 3 meals per day, 6 grams per meal if you eat 5 meals.  
Got it?  Fiber is found in abundance in fruits and vegetables, as well 
as whole grains.  Fiber benefi ts your bodies in many ways including 
stabilizing blood sugars, reducing cholesterol, providing satiety, 
improving bowel function and more!  Because fi ber is harder for our 
bodies to digest, we burn more calories just in the digestive process… a 
mini work-out!  

Suggested research:  Go on Google and type in :  “Fiber Content in 
Foods A-Z”

3.  EXERCISE!   And not just during the season.  This means you 
need to have a work out plan for the entire year.  Start your goal with 
20 minutes of exercise daily.  Every day!  But change your routine 
periodically so your body doesn’t become tolerant to the workout.  If 
your lucky enough that your job includes physical activity, too bad…. 
It does NOT count as part of your 20 minutes.   However, if you lift 
boxes all day at your job, then your workout should focus on the areas 
not being worked out.  Exercise increases metabolism, decreases stress, 
anxiety and depression, improves bone and cardiovascular health… just 
to name a few! 

Remember, these are only the basics to getting healthy.  These three 
recommendations hold the potential to make you a great player in the 
game of health and nutrition.  Please do your research and study the 
“nutrition rulebook”.  It is time to get your health back in the game.

The author of this article is Jody Truesdale , PA-C, Certifi ed 
Physician Assistant

Get Your Health Back in the Game

2009 Spring Meeting
Orlando, Florida

Annual Meeting Schedule



 Yīnyáng, or yin and yang as often referred 
to in the western world, describes how forces 
that are apparently opposite in nature are in 
actuality intertwined and interdependent, 
interchanging with each other in turn.  At the 
start of the day, one side of a mountain is in 
the sunlight (yang) and the other in shade (yin) 
but as the day progresses the sunny and shady 

places are interchanged revealing what was hidden and hiding 
what was once revealed.  Yin and yang are seemingly opposing 
qualities of the same whole.

As basketball offi cials, we are constantly observing, interpreting, 
judging and making rulings on and in a dynamic environment.  We 
have a rule book and offi cial interpretations as a foundation for our 
rulings but there is more hidden and revealed than that. 

At some point, in some gym we’ve probably all heard that voice 
boom out from the crowd “Hey Ref, you’re losing control of the 
game.”  At another point in the game comes another voice “Hey 
Ref, let them play!”  In another game, the order of the comments 
could have been reversed.  Two seemingly opposite perspectives 
applied to the same game.  A game goes back and forth up and 
down the court and establishes changing equilibria along the way.  
What constitutes those equilibria is the yin and yang of offi ciating. 

Control of the game, integrity of the game, advantage and 
disadvantage and game fl ow in relation to the level of game being 
played all factor or should, whether consciously or sub-consciously, 
into our decision making on the court.  We’ll defi ne each concept 
separately and then explore their interaction with each other.

Control of the game has several components that start with 
recognizing and addressing rough play.  You can decide the validity 
of the following: 1) rough play leads to more rough play and 2) 
what we ignore in hopes that it will go away – won’t.   If you’ve had 
2 loose ball scrambles and in one, a player’s legs were taken out by 
someone from behind and in the other a player jumped on top of 
another player on the ground and gives him or her an unintentional 
elbow to the head, both without penalty, it is reasonable to think 
the next loose ball will be more of the same.  Same scenario and 
the players get 
up and are either 
1) jawing at each 
other or 2) making 
comments at 
you and your 
partner and you 
ignore it rather 
then addressing 
in some manner; 
you can probably 
expect an increase 
in those behaviors.   
My defi nition of 
game control is eliminating rough play, calling appropriate fouls 
and violations and appropriately dealing with player’s behavior.

Integrity of the game refers to adherence to the spirit and intent 
of the game and rules.   The rule book lays out the technical 
specifi cations for how the game is to be played.  FIBA has a 
Mini Rules specifi cally for the younger age groups and the game 

stresses teaching the fundamentals.  As offi cials, we share in that 
education by calling fouls and violations based more on a literal 
interpretation of the rules.  The FIBA rulebook, though universal in 
scope, is written with an eye towards the elite levels of basketball.  
Go no further than reviewing the rule changes announced in 
2008 that bring the international game and NBA game more in 
synchronization.   Though basketball is the same game the two sets 
of rules for varying levels indicate that the game will look a little 
different depending on the level of game played. 

Advantage and disadvantage refers to the intent and application 
of the rules that a player should not be placed at a disadvantage 
by illegal actions, contact or violation, of an opponent or gain 
an illegal advantage themselves.  Our technical specifi cations, 
rule book, tell us what actions could be illegal.  Do we put air in 
our whistle every time a player extends an arm and makes slight 
contact?  Offi cials talk about “seeing the whole play” and “having 
a patient whistle” which are simply terminology for gauging the 
effect of the action to determine if it is illegal.  Is it a foul if a post 
defender has their arms out of vertical and the offensive player 
powers through without any effect?  Is it a foul a defender has their 
arms out of vertical and the offensive player is unable to power 
through and the shot is altered?  I say no in the former and yes in 
the latter.  The rule book acknowledges that there will be contact 
as part of the game.  Factors such as skill level and physical and 
mental development of the players are different at different levels 
and as such the effect of contact varies and thus what constitutes 
advantage and disadvantage varies.  Offi ciating the game must 
take into account the level of the players and the game.

Earlier this decade The World Technical Commission 
acknowledged the principle of advantage and disadvantage can be 
applied to violations.  I go back to understand the level the rules were 
written for. Overall, the intent is for the game at the highest levels 
to be entertaining, fast paced and with lots of action.  If a player 
gets passed the ball in the backcourt on an inbounds play with no 
defensive pressure and turns and lifts his pivot before starting his 
dribble was there an advantage gained?  Same scenario and as the 
player turns defensive pressure is up in his face and the same pivot 

is lifted before the 
dribble is started 
and the defender 
is getting beaten.  
I propose calling 
a violation in the 
latter scenario and 
no whistle in the 
fi rst. 

We are now back 
to “Ref, let them 
play!”  Take the 
above scenario now 
to our lower levels 

of basketball.  I think sometimes, we as offi cials have this backwards.  
We ignore violations and slight illegal contact with big effect at the less 
skilled and/or younger levels.  When the intent is that they learn to play 
the game properly both offensively and defensively, integrity of the 
game is more in the forefront.  There also could be more of an emphasis 
on control of the game.  The players may not be 
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physically mature enough to handle as physical game as may be the case 
as they get older.  They emotionally react differently than older players.  
At this level, that small push that at a more skilled level may experience 
with no effect causes the less skilled player to stumble and fall to the 
ground.  A disadvantage is gained where it may not be at another level.  
The younger age player may also become frustrated quicker.  It is an 
accepted practice to minimize deadball time to aid game fl ow.  At this 
level, the offi cial may want to take the extra couple of seconds after 
making the traveling call to 
say “Remember to dribble 
before lifting your pivot foot.”  
Maybe after the third travel 
the player gets it right and is 
greeted with “Much better.”  
The reality is you can’t expect 
the same game fl ow in a junior varsity game as in a university game. 

We have all had games with a handful of fouls and games that had we 
were seemingly in penalty early each quarter.  I have had my share of both 
at all varying levels of basketball.  It comes down to offi ciating the game 
appropriately for that game.  Understand, recognize and address rough 
play whether an advantage is gained or not.  Game control and integrity 
demand it as does game fl ow.  Yes, putting air in our whistle can help 
game fl ow.  The rough play that is not penalized now will lead to more 
play  stoppages in the future.  Going back to our loose ball scenarios, I’m 
a proponent of being preventative as possible.  After calling the foul and 
before leaving the scene “Guys, great hustle going for the loose ball but 
you can’t take another player’s legs out and put them to the fl oor to get 
it”.  Others may say, just let your whistle do the talking.  Either way, at 
some levels of ball the players can adjust and will then take an extra step 
or two to avoid doing that while going for the ball resulting in less fouls 
and held balls.  At other levels, players may not be able to adjust to make 
that play without fouling and thus don’t try with the same positive effect 
on game fl ow.  Then there are those games when the adjustments aren’t 
made and the fouls keep coming.  The equilibrium shifts from game fl ow 
to game control and integrity.  

Understand and recognize advantage disadvantage as it applies to the 
particular game you are offi ciating.  It is more often goes hand and hand 
with game fl ow but is always balanced with game control and integrity.  
Ruling incidental contact illegal or calling violations that aren’t violations 
at the level you are offi ciating is generally to the determent of game fl ow.  
On the other hand, not penalizing illegal contact and ignoring violations 
in the name of game fl ow bring question to the integrity of the game 
and will challenge your control of the game.  Think of advantage and 
disadvantage as a continuum, at one end is using little or no advantage 
and disadvantage and interpreting the game more literally.  At the other 
end, is when the player’s physical, emotional and skill level is such that 
the integrity of the game isn’t being challenged, the control of the game 
isn’t being challenged and advantage and disadvantage are the main 
criteria for equilibrium.  Yes, there are games like this.  The reality is 
that the games we do fall somewhere along the continuum, we have to 
recognize where.

Have you ever heard the expression “It’s easy to offi ciate when the 
ball is going in.”?  Well, think about what is both hidden and revealed 
by that statement.  Seek to understand the yin and yang of offi ciating 
and both your offi ciating and the game shall benefi t.  I’ve got to stop 
watching those late night re-runs of “Kung Fu”.  Phil Jackson would 
understand.

How To Break Down Tape
Here are some tips on how to break down tape.  Ask yourself these 

questions:
Ruling Accuracy:
• Are your rulings correct or not?
• When you miss a ruling, are you out of position, are you surprised or 

did you misapply a rule?
Chart:
 C = Correct
 I = Incorrect
 NRC = No Ruling, Correct,
 NRI = No Ruling, Incorrect.
• When evaluating a play, give a basketball comment about each play, 

whether it’s a good ruling or a missed ruling.
• When evaluating NRC- Was it good verticality, a good block, a flop, 

etc.?
• When evaluating Incorrect or NRI- Was it being out of position, not 

having good head stability or quick feet?
• What is Head Stability: Is your head observant? Are you looking in the 

right areas? If you have good head stability, you will have active feet 
and active eyes.

Recognizing Match-Ups:
• Is your match-up an active (close proximity) or passive match-up? 

Does your match-up become an engaged (contact) match-up?
• Are looking for reasons to rotate as a Lead?
• Are you staying connected on plays in Trail or Center?
• Are your feet following your eyes?
• Are you walking into plays when they are going away from you in 

Trail and Center?
• As a Trail, are you getting a good position adjustment as ball goes down 

in the post? The reason is: you are helping for illegal foot movements 
and palming.

• When there is high post play as a Center, are you going top-side(above 
the free throw line extended)?

• On reverse lay-ups, as a Center are you going bottom side(below the 
free throw line extended)?

• In the Trail and Center position, are you officiating off your front foot?
• In the Lead position, are you officiating off your back foot?
• Do you have good balance in all 3 positions?
• In the Lead position, rule on what you can see and see what you can 

rule on.
• In the Lead position are you rotating on a dribble-drive penetration? 

Are you rotating when a try is in flight? Are you rotating on a swing 
pass? These are three situations where YOU DO NOT WANT TO 
ROTATE.

• Do you have needed DW’s(double whistles) in the “lane”?
• When making rulings, review players’ reactions. Was a player’s 

reaction to your poor call on target? Experienced players can tell you 
a lot. 

Tips for watching taped games:
• When filming a game, make sure players feet are in the frame.
• When filming a game, make sure clocks are showing.
• Games to watch: all types.  It is a great idea to buy a TVO.
• Wear out the pause button when you are reviewing tape.
• A great way to get quick eyes is to watch games in fast motion. In other 

words fast forward plays.
The authors of this article are Albert J. Battista, Interpreter, Bd. 215 WV, and 

Mike Preston, Bd. 255 VA

FIBA   (Continued from page 8)



You may think Edgar Cartotto has been around IAABO forever.  You’d be 
wrong. It’s only been 55 years.

Yes, 55 years is a long time to be associated with one profession.  To also become 
an icon and a shining light for others entering your fi eld, well, that speaks of a man 
with charisma and infl uence.  Edgar Cartotto can stake a claim to all those descriptions. 
Over the years, he’s been a top-rated NCAA Division I Men’s basketball offi cial, supervisor 
and trainer of IAABO recruits.  The longevity speaks for itself, as does Edgar’s devotion to 
training and education.  But Edgar Cartotto is far more than a successful professional in the 
fi eld of basketball offi ciating.  

Go through the ranks of highly talented offi cials, supervisors and game assigners who’ve 
been affected by Edgar’s kindness and helping hand, and it reads like a veritable “Who’s 
Who” of men working the NCAA Final Four:  Tommy Lopes; Eddie Corbett; Tim Higgins; 
Mickey Crowley; Brad Tracy.  The list could go on and on, beyond just the guys blowing 
the whistles, to folks at the top of the NCAA, such as former National Coordinator of Men’s 
Basketball Offi cials for 20 years, Hank Nichols.

You can name drop with Edgar Cartotto, but it doesn’t mean much to him.  
Because he doesn’t name drop. He just does his thing:  he teaches, works hard, 
helps you develop, cracks a joke, and makes sure not to take himself too seriously.  
Oh, and he COMMUNICATES.  Just ask anyone who’s worked with him.
“Communication” is a funny term. It gets ballyhooed about as the be-all and end-all, whether 
you’re working in a corporate environment or reffi ng a high school playoff game.  Everyone 
is supposed to have good communication skills to become a highly ranked offi cial, but there’s 
no set defi nition.  Yet if you talk to Edgar’s close friends and associates,  they say Edgar was 
the greatest communicator they saw on the basketball court.

Tim Higgins probably sums it up most succinctly:  “You could be in a game with Edgar, 
and have the fans rioting, four fi ghts between players, throw out both coaches and need 20 
cops to get you out of the gym, and he’d say, ‘I thought it went well,’ and he’d believe it.   
That’s because even in those tough situations, he handled people so well. He just knew how 
to work with them.”

Mickey Crowley gave another example:  “We had the Yugoslavian National Team vs. 
Providence one year, and the captains were out for the pre-game.  Edgar says, ‘You speak 
Yugoslavian, right?’  The guy nods.  He turns to the other guy, ‘You speak English, right?’ 
This guy nods, too.  Edgar goes, ‘Well, I guess we have to do this in Chinese.”

Crowley laughs at the memory, describing how both captains shook their heads up and 
down like they knew exactly what Cartotto meant.  I said to Edgar, “Ya did it again, Edgar,” 
Crowley chuckles.

The Red Baron of Offi ciating
Mickey Crowley terms Cartotto the “Red Baron of Reffi ng.”  He describes Edgar’s 

offi ciating technique as “fl ying by the seat of his pants.”  Others regard Cartotto’s willingness 
to go off the beaten path to keep 
a game fl owing as one of his 
strengths.  At the same time, he 
was old school when it came to 
being responsible. Showing up on 
time was one of his idiosyncrasies.  

“We had an 8 p.m.  St. John’s-
Georgetown game at the Garden 
(Madison Square Garden),” 
Crowley continues, “and I asked 
Edgar when he wanted to get 
there.  He tells me 2 p.m.  ‘We 
gotta get there early,’ he tells me.  
He’s the only guy I know who 
would get to a game six hours 
early.”

Tommy Lopes says Cartotto was obsessive about early arriving, typically shooting to 
arrive at a game site 2-and-a-half hours before tipoff.  “He had a phobia about being late.”

“You could get to a game an hour-and-a-half early and he’d be on the fl oor sleeping.  If you 
were supposed to meet him at 2 and it was snowing, he’d say to meet at 12.  And he never 

drove.  The rookie’s duty was to pick Edgar up
those weird legs of his.”

“If there’s one guy who made me better ev
Higgins adds.  “He was the best game manage

“If He Waddles Like a Duck, He Can Ref
No matter who describes Edgar Cartotto’s o

he ran like a duck, but reffed like an expert.  “
handle people and understood the ramifi cation
says.  “Nothing got past Edgar.”

“He never looked, ran or dressed like a ref, b
has a sense of humor that disarmed coaches.  W
wouldn’t be any problems.”

“He’s the greatest clinician ever,” Crowley
I’ve met in my life.  He’d tell me my mechan
me that’s why I’m so good.  He never got his
should have.”

IAABO Executive Director Lopes agrees th
in the country:  “He could hold your attention 
teaching mechanics.”  Lopes estimates Cartott
over 14,000 offi cials.

“His body was shaped like no other,” Lopes 
directions.  As a young offi cial, we had to str
turns.” IAABO’s Donnie Eppley tells anothe
traveling in Korea, and the staff of clinicians w
are the greatest at copying everything.  The Ko
the charge would be $65.  He then measured 
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Edgar C

Archie Mellace, Bd. 130 MA, Edgar, and Mickey Crowley, Bd. 127 NY (L-R)

Edgar doing what he does best, instru



p, drive to the game, get there early, and stretch 

very time we worked together, it was Edgar,” 
er I ever worked with.”
f”
offi ciating gait, there’s no getting around that 

“He ran funny and had his quirks, but he could 
ns of what he could and couldn’t do,” Higgins 

but he was the best ever,” Crowley agrees.  “He 
When coaches saw us show up, they knew there 

y continues.  “He’s one of the funniest guys 
nics were terrible.  Then turn around and tell 
 due.  He didn’t get to an NCAA fi nal, but he 

hat Cartotto was one of the foremost clinicians 
for an hour with no notes.  He was the guru of 
to has instructed over 160 IAABO boards and 

continues.  “His feet would go in four different 
retch him out – his feet would take two right 

er funny story about Edgar’s feet:  “We were 
was having shoes custom made.  The Koreans 
rean measured everyone’s feet and determined 
Edgar’s feet and called me out in the hallway 

and asked if he could charge Edgar an extra $10 because, ‘He has too many 
bumps on his feet’.”
Brad Tracy agrees that Cartotto “waddled like a duck, but he got the job done.  

He was amusing, and one of the fi nest refs in the country.  He handled the bench with 
ease, and knew the rules and mechanics inside and out, and applied them properly. He 

just didn’t look the part of an offi cial.”
Tracy relates a story to explain how Edgar didn’t always dress the part:  “He’d wear 

long johns that he’d had since he was 14.  There would be holes all over.  I wondered how 
they kept him warm if they were so ventilated?”

Packing it in after all these Years
Maybe it’s that Cartotto was a Depression-era child that he held on so strongly to his 

long johns, or that he had a work ethic that got him to games six hours early.  Whatever, his 
stay with IAABO has been long, successful and appreciated.  Though he has packed it in 
as a supervisor, he will long be remembered for far more than that.  He is a life member of 
IAABO, starting in 1953.  This year when he went inactive as an interpreter, marked his 20th 
year as chair of the Education and Visualization Committee.

He served under three IAABO Executive Directors, and has been able to travel overseas as 
a clinician.  “I’ve been to Germany four times, the Philipines and Canada,” Edgar explains.  
“It’s been a fun committee.  It’s a lot of work, and ultimately became too much travel, too 
many nights on the road.”

Cartotto began his high school offi ciating in New Jersey. He worked the high school fi nals, 
and moved onto the ECAC colleges, Division II and III, and then on to Division I in the 
ECAC, Big East, Atlantic 10, MAC, Ivy and Patriot.  He worked the NIT fi nals, and the 
NCAA tournament a number of years, including two regional fi nals.  He remembers working 
North Carolina State vs. UNLV when Jim Valvano was coach at NC State, and having a 
buzzer shot to decide the game.  Citing his good relationship with coaches, Cartotto says 
“most coaches are good.”  He enjoyed working Coach Valvano, and even Bobby Knight, 
who he says, “was great to work for if he trusted you.”

Edgar enjoyed his DI offi ciating the most, because of the level of play, the people and 
the travel experience.  He spent 20 
years as supervisor of the NEC, 
after it split from the ECAC. 

Lopes sees “unselfi shness” 
Cartotto’s greatest supervisory 
strength.  “Art Hyland said he 
could always rely on Edgar’s 
picks for the Big East because he 
had such a good eye for offi cials.”

“IAABO has been great.   The 
people have always been nice.  
It is the greatest association for 
teaching young offi cials, and 
that’s what they’re still doing.”  
Edgar also appreciates the loyalty 
of his fellow offi cials, citing close 
relationships with John Hughes and Eddie Corbett in addition to Crowley, Lopes, Tracy, 
Higgins and Nichols.  “I’m proudest of the loyalty of those guys.”

When asked whether he’d choose offi ciating or supervising, Cartotto declines to cite one 
as better than the other, though he say the offi ciating camaraderie stood out.  “Supervising 
and coordinating offi cials is tough.  Everything is in the eye of the beholder.  You need to 
have good observers.  And you need good recruiting.   You also need to know enough to 
decide when to pack it in,” he says nostalgically.

While he hopes to stay a little bit involved in the IAABO and officiating world 
in the years ahead, Cartotto realizes his role will be limited. He cites that even in 
the past year, he worked three camps and attended several meetings.  Over the past 
20 years as a cadet teacher, he’s brought in 900 new members.

Cartotto is married to Marion, and has four children, Lauren, Sharon, Kevin and 
Karen, as well as nine grandchildren.  “Officiating help put them through college,” 
he laughs.
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cting at an IAABO Offi cials’ School

IAABO Past President Danny Doss (deceased) and Edgar
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Teenage boys and girls rarely wash their hands.  In addition, 
student athletes generally do  not shower.  Basketball players 
come in contact with fomites with regularity.  They touch the 
one fomite that all basketball offi cials also touch-the basketball.  
A direct pathway for infectious microorganism transmission is 
clearly present. 

Recent studies have documented that 40-60% of people don’t 
wash their hands after using 
the restroom.  Another study 
demonstrated that most people 
who do wash their hands do 
not wash long enough.   

A fomite is an inanimate 
object or substance that is 
capable of carrying disease-
causing microorganisms and 
therefore transferring them 
from one individual to another.  Researchers have discovered that 
smooth (non porous) surfaces transmit bacteria and viruses more 
readily than porous materials.

A wide variety of microorganisms can be found on fomites.  
Viruses, bacteria and parasites can be cultured from various 
fomites with regularity.  Unfortunately, the basketball is one of 
those fomites.  The cold virus (rhinovirus) for example lingers 
on 35% of surfaces touched by unwashed hands.  Even 18 hours 
after being touched by dirty hands, scientists have detected traces 
of the rhinovirus.  The rhinovirus is responsible for about one half 
of all common colds in children and adults. 

There are more serious diseases that are transmissible through 
cuts and abrasion on the hands.  One of the more dangerous 
diseases that falls into this category is a MRSA infection.  MRSA 
(Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus) a “superbug”, 
according to the CDC (Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention) accounts for 90,000 Americans getting potentially 
deadly infections each year.  This bacterium that can be passed 
by fomites is responsible for many serious skin and soft tissue 
infections, as well as a serious form of pneumonia.

• There are some simple preventive tips that you should 
employ.

• Wash your hands frequently using warm water for at least 
one minute.

• Use waterless hand sanitizers with aloe after touching 
public surfaces.

• Use lots of hand lotion to keep skin soft and supple.
• Cough and/or sneeze into your elbow instead of your hands.
• Keep your hands away from your face. 
• In restrooms, use the paper towel you dry your hands with 

to turn off the faucet and open the door,
• Use a liquid bandage product on hangnails or cracks to 

prevent germs from entering your system. 
In summary, there are certainly dangers to your health lurking 

on the basketball.  The use of common sense preventive tips will 
go a long way to help keep you healthier.  

The author of this article is Dr. Ron Brown, Bd. 4 CO, and 
IAABO Past President.  Dr. Brown is currently serving a Clinical 
Professor, School of Dental Medicine, University of Colorado – 
Denver.
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Always the Teacher
As Edgar Cartotto steps away from the game he loves, he remains the 

teacher.  His friends and offi ciating buddies remember that most about 
him.

“I met him as a young high school offi cial,” Higgins remembers.  “He 
lived around the corner.  I would pick him up and take him home from 
games.  I got to where I am today because of him.  Whatever success I’ve 
had comes from Edgar.  I’ve probably worked over 100 games with him 
and he taught me something each time.”

“He gave so many offi cials their fi rst break into DI that it’s hard to count 
them,” Lopes adds, citing Edgar’s unselfi shness as a supervisor.  Cartotto 
also used the NEC to feed into bigger conferences, giving offi cials like 
Lopes, Corbett and Ray Perone shots at bigger games, including their 
introduction to the NCAA tournament.

“Edgar was gonna tellya whether you asked or not.  So you might as 
well ask him, because you were going to hear from him either way,” says 
Higgins.

Tracy laughs at Edgar’s memory of past games, “Edgar remembers 
games from before he was born.”

He relates a fi nal four where a bunch of offi cials were sitting around the 
jumbotron, watching past fi nal four’s come up on the screen.  “A game 
would come up, and Edgar would start referring to it like he’d worked it.  
He’d say, ‘Brad, you remember that game we worked at West Virginia?’  
And I’d never been to West Virginia at that time.  He has a big imagination 
and believes his own stories.”

“We used to call Edgar 50 percent because only 50 percent of his stories 
were true,” Lopes laughs.  “Then it became 30 percent, 20 percent and 10 
percent.  This one time, Edgar is talking about a game, and Mickey says to 
him, ‘Edgar, you weren’t on that game.  I was’.”

Cartotto remains fi rmly entrenched in the old school.  A teacher he is, 
yes.  But it’s teaching on his own terms.  His era refl ects on him.  He got 
to do it his way.

“The game has changed,” Crowley explains.  “We could do things 
back then that offi cials can’t do today.  We could have a little bump on the 
baseline and say, ‘That’s okay.  It’s just a little bump.’  Today, offi cials can’t 
do that because of TV.”

“There are a million stories from our era.  One of the offi cials at a camp 
we were recently working said to Edgar and me, ‘You couldn’t make this 
$#@! Up!”

Crowley and Cartotto and Edgar’s extended list of good friends and 
offi ciating buddies don’t need to make it up because they lived it.  The truth 
is so much more interesting than anything they could hope to invent.

Crowley closes with a story from a St. John’s-Georgetown game:  St. 
John’s doesn’t have its full team in the book as they come to the table.  The 
Priest at the table is “calling for a tech,” Crowley laughs, “and Edgar says 
he has the lineup.  Then he yells over to Louie Carneseca, the St. John’s 
coach, ‘You better like the starting lineup I picked.’  You couldn’t do that 
today.”

“Eddie was one of the best refs ever.  He could handle anything,” 
Crowley adds, citing a fi nal story where Edgar was challenged 
on call by a coach, “That’s the worst call of my life.”
Crowley laughs, then fi nishes.  “Edgar responds, ‘Stick around, we have a 
few more like it.  Things could get worse’.”

IAABO hopes Edgar Cartotto continues to stick around.  
The author of this article is Dave Simon who has been an IAABO 

member since 1984.  He currently lives in Grapevine, Texas, and writes 
a weekly newspaper column in addition to sports offi ciating stories.  You 
can reach him at davidsimin15@hotmail.com

Beware of Fomites



Once again, IAABO has committed its interest in supporting 
the American Cancer Society. In turn, IAABO is encouraging its 
Boards to encourage their membership in becoming involved in 
the “Offi cials vs. Cancer” campaign that IAABO champions.  
Last year, IAABO offi cials made the incredible contribution of 
over $39,000 to this effort.  IAABO was able to proudly present 
this check to the American Cancer Society and Coaches Against 
Cancer at the Final Four drawing positive attention to our fi ne 
organization.    Based on last year’s success, IAABO’s goal for 
the current season is to raise $50,000.  

Offi cials are to consider contributing 25% of one game fee 
during the week of January 26 - February 1 to the “Offi cials 
vs. Cancer” campaign.  One may contribute more or less.  All 
donations make a difference regardless of the amount.  It is also 
important to note that all donations are tracked and the monies 
are sent back to the area from which it was donated.  Please note 
that all checks/money orders should be made payable to the 
“American Cancer Society”.  This is a change from last year.  

For a donation, each offi cial is provided with a “Fox 40” whistle to blow during the week of January 26-February 1 to make the public aware of the 
IAABO campaign and its support of the American Cancer Society.  IAABO board secretaries have received information on how to obtain whistles 
for all board members.  The whistles are “Fox 40” whistles and the colors are pink and white for the current campaign.  It is recommended that 
IAABO offi cials use “white” whistles for the boy’s games and “pink” for girl’s.  Every game offi ciated during this period should be offi ciated using 
the appropriate colored whistles.  Even offi cials who choose not to contribute will aid the cause by using the pink and white whistles provided by 
IAABO.  By providing each IAABO member with a whistle, we hope to not only meet the $50,000 goal but to make the public aware of IAABO’s 
drive to fi ght cancer.

In addition to the whistle, IAABO is offering an “Offi cials vs. Cancer” t-shirt to promote this important cause. Offi cials, who are interested in 
purchasing a t-shirt to further show their support for this campaign, may order the t-shirt by completing the attached order form.  The cost of each 
t-shirt is $25.00 plus shipping and handling ($4.95).  All proceeds from the sale of the t-shirts will be donated to the “Offi cials vs. Cancer” campaign.  

Besides helping a cause that tends to touch all of us, your board and IAABO will receive favorable PR. Local IAABO Boards should take the 
opportunity to promote IAABO and its good intentions to its community during this week by asking game authorities to draw attention to the whistle 
at the onset of the game.  Hopefully, with your help IAABO’s check presentation this year will be $50,000 to The American Cancer Society.  

IAABO Sportorials
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Proceeds will benefi t the American Cancer Society

14

Name:  _______________________________

Board No. _________________

Address:  _____________________________

_____________________________________

Shirt Size: ____________________________

Amount enclosed:  _____________________

Make checks payable to:
IAABO
Mail to:

P.O. Box 355
Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 

Shirt Order Form

Name:  _______________________________

Board No. _________________

Address:  _____________________________

_____________________________________

White Whistle:______  Pink Whistle:______

Donation Amount:  _____________________

Make checks payable to:
IAABO
Mail to:

P.O. Box 355
Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 

Contribution Form



responsibility of the center.  Since the center’s fi eld of vision is 
usually off ball, the center can more easily observe player(s) who 
have been in the free throw lane too long.  

Is this important?  How different would the game be if there were 
no three-second violation?  Obviously, any offensive players with 
a signifi cant height advantage could camp out in the lane, receive 
passes all game long and score easy baskets.  Second, greater 
congestion would occur near the basket.  This would invite a 
lot more bumping 
and jostling for 
position. Greater 
roughness would 
result as players 
tried to get through 
screens to get to 
the ball. Enforcing 
three seconds 
opens up the game 
and allows for 
more fi nesse and 
maneuvering.

During the delay 
offense, the center 
must offi ciate from 
outside the playing court, if possible.  This keeps the center away 
from the passing lanes and allows the players to maneuver freely.

After a successful goal, the center should remain and read the 
situation.  Watch the players as they transition to their new roles on 
offense and defense.  Be alert for potential problems particularly 
taunting after a dunk, blocked shot, etc.  Taunting must be 
penalized.  Taunting has no place in the game and will quickly 
lead to problems if it is not handled.   Remember, a successful 
goal doesn’t create a break from offi ciating responsibilities.

Ensure the trail can cover any action before heading to the 
frontcourt.  By reading the situation prior to releasing in transition, 
the center is in a great position if the team that just scored decides 
to press.  Doing so greatly improves the crew’s coverage.

The importance of good off-ball coverage by the center cannot 
be overstated.  However, off-ball coverage by the lead offi cial is 
just as important.  Why?  Because the lead is responsible for post 
play where the most physical play usually occurs.

Perhaps because the high school game has been infl uenced 
by television coverage of other levels of basketball, post play in 
high school seems to emphasize strength over fi nesse more than 
ever.  Of course, some contact is expected.  However, such contact 
cannot violate the basic principle that any player is entitled to 
any spot on the fl oor provided he/she can obtain the spot legally.  
Displacement from such legally obtained position is a foul.  The 
NFHS has made post play a point of emphasis again this season.

Seeing the whole play is key to ruling accurately on contact in 
the post.  The lead must identify those actions that create an unfair 
advantage.  What happens before the ball gets there is often more 
important than what happens afterward.  It shouldn’t be that the 
only thing that draws a whistle is someone being knocked down.  

There are many tricks of the trade that post players (both 
offensive and defensive) are commonly taught.  The knee in the 
backside and the swim stroke are two 
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Since most of the exciting action in a basketball game occurs 
near the ball, it’s only natural for most people to focus on it.  
However, an offi cial whose primary coverage area (PCA) does not 
include the ball needs to have a different approach. This offi cial 
must focus on players and their movements that are often away 
from the ball.  Ball watchers make very poor off-ball offi cials. 
This can be a hard habit to break. 

Identifying the need for good off-ball coverage is the fi rst step 
to breaking the habit.  Of course, the ball is needed to score.  
However, many activities away from the ball create and inhibit 
opportunities to score.  Failure to monitor off-ball activity can 
cause unfair advantages to be gained from illegal acts. Growing 
frustration and rough play can be the result of poor off-ball 
coverage.  

The second step requires knowing the primary coverage 
areas. This is detailed in the Offi cials Manual. Taking care of 
business in one’s PCA is the most critical item in quality off-ball 
offi ciating.  Don’t look past the players in your primary.  Trust 
your partners to do their job when the ball is in their PCA.  When 
you don’t trust your partners, too many eyes follow the ball while 
mayhem may be taking place off the ball.  Use your peripheral 
vision to know where the ball and your partners are. 

Self talk can be a good technique for improving off-ball 
coverage. Using talk like “off ball,” “screen” and “cutter” can 
focus an offi cial’s attention to the correct areas on the court.  Off-
ball coverage will never be as automatic as on-ball coverage so 
timely self talk can be help to discipline an offi cial’s concentration.  

Why is it said that if the center offi cial has a good game, the 
crew will as well?  It is because the center usually does not have 
the ball in his/her PCA.  Many of the important off-ball rulings 
will come from the center.  

In the front court offense, the center starts at the free throw line 
extended on the sideline.  However, the center should not become 
rooted there.  There is no magic spot that always provides the best 
angle to monitor plays.  A stationary center can easily become 
straight-lined.

Becoming straight-lined occurs when your view of the play is 
obstructed by the players and there is no angle to see between the 
players.  This can prevent you from making accurate rulings on 
plays.  A step or two left or right eliminates straight-lining and 
improves the coverage angle and fi eld of vision cone.  The offi cial 
must stay focused on the play while moving.  

Depending on player location most of the center’s focus will 
usually be from the top of the key to the end line.  The center 
should avoid becoming a second trail and stay near the sideline.  
Most missed rulings occur because of a loss of focus on the PCA.  
Good concentration results from whatever verbal and mental cues 
you use to keep your focus where it should be.

One responsibility of the center is observing off ball screens.  
The bumping/blocking of cutters is another responsibility.  This 
can give the defense an unfair advantage by disrupting the timing 
of an offense.  While the trail and lead can sometimes pick up 
these plays, the center is the primary focal point for accurate 
rulings on such activities.  

When illegal bumps, pushes and holds off ball are ruled fouls, it 
cleans up the game by reducing rough play and retaliations.  

Monitoring potential three seconds violations is another 
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examples of techniques employed to overcome the legal position 
of a post player.  The arm bar or stiff arm in the back or on the hip 
of a defender to prevent defending the lob pass and the Shaq move, that’s 
displacing the defender to get closer to the basket, are two more examples.  
Remember, contact against the chest that displaces the defender is a form 
of charging and should be ruled as such.

Once post players learn that bumping, pushing and holding are not 
acceptable, hooking, another form of holding, may be the next tactic. While 
this usually happens on-ball, it also occurs off-ball. The lead should be alert 
for this play since a signifi cant advantage in positioning can be obtained.  

Another technique involves slightly bumping an offensive player while 
he/she is in the air to catch a pass.  This usually forces the player a bit off 
balance.  That’s an unfair advantage to the defender and should be ruled 
as a foul. 

The lead needs to ignore the ball and get the best angle to see the contact 
points between the offensive post player and the defender.  The lead must 
not become complacent because not much is going on in the post area.  
That can change very quickly. In post play good, solid rulings are made on 
moves that often don’t involve the ball.

In transition coverage the lead should focus on the players closer to the 
lead.  Be aware of all potential screening situations and know if the screen 
was legal.  That screen could free an offensive player for a touchdown pass 
down court.  

Another important off-ball responsibility of the lead is rotations.  Floor 
coverage is enhanced when two offi cials are ball side most of the time.  

The lead must 
continue to offi ciate 
off-ball during 
rotations while the 
ball is outside the 
lead’s PCA.  If the 
center has a trap or 
competitive matchup 
on-ball near the 
division line, the 
lead should rotate 
immediately to cover 
the area behind the 
center (nearer the 
end line).  The center 
should remember 
not to give up a good 

angle just because the lead rotates.  It is okay to have two offi cials in the 
center position for short periods of time.

As the lead it is often diffi cult to know if you or the trail is on or off ball 
near the free-throw line extended. Your body language and angle can send 
a clear message. If you have accepted the ball, open up your shoulders 
to show you are now on ball. If you need to stay off ball because of a 
competitive post matchup, remain facing that matchup. This lets the trail 
know you are too busy to accept the ball handler just yet. Do not leave a 
highly competitive off-ball match-up to pick up on-ball coverage.

While the trail has on-ball coverage most of the time, the trail does have 
off-ball responsibilities.  Transition play is one such occasion.  There is a 
tendency for the eyes to drift down court. The trail must maintain focus on 
the players and activities behind the ball. That is particularly important in 
pass/crash situations or when momentum takes opponents into the stands 
or benches. Ugly things such as cheap shots can happen quickly. 

When the lead is on-ball, the trail is responsible for off-ball coverage in 
the lane.  This includes cutting and screening especially up near the free 
throw line as well as post play if the ball is not there.

In addition to responsibilities that are specifi c to a position, there are 
situations that occur in every game where most or all of the coverage is 
off ball.

Rebounding - The trail and lead are responsible for strong side 
rebounding and the center for weak side rebounding.  The off-ball offi cials 
don’t need to be staring at the ball to know that a try has been released.  
Their peripheral vision and the maneuvering of players for a potential 
rebound alert them to that fact.  

The good off-ball offi cial maintains an open angle.  The center or trail 
usually does this by taking a step or two toward the end line. Depending 
location, the lead may need to step toward or away from the basket to get 
the best angle on the players.  The trail should avoid going below the free-
throw line extended.

Once the try is released, the offi cial who was on ball now watches to see 
that the airborne shooter returns to the fl oor without fouling or being fouled.  
The worst feeling for an offi cial is to fi nd two players on the fl oor and not 
know how they got there.  Be alert for tummy taps or verbal sparring after 
the ball is released.  While watching activity around the airborne shooter, 
this offi cial should move to the appropriate spot to observe potential 
rebounding action.  After activity around the shooter ends, the offi cial 
should shift focus to cover the rebound.  

The offi cials observe all potential rebounders from the beginning of 
the play.  Displacement is an important key in judging positioning for 
rebounding. Boxing out is not the same as riding out, shoving or pushing. 

When the outside player secures the rebound, the covering offi cial 
knows whether that player secured the rebound legally or if a swim stroke 
or a slight push in the back or some other illegal maneuver put the inside 
player out of position.  If so, the off-ball offi cial whistles the foul and the 
illegal act does not go unpenalized.  Of course, the off-ball offi cial will also 
know if a rebounder crashed from the outside.  

Exercise patience during rebounds.  If a player gets some minor contact 
and still handles the rebound cleanly, the contact is probably incidental.  If 
the rebound is lost as a result of the contact, then a foul is needed.  Having a 
slower whistle provides the opportunity to get a better feel for judging this 
advantage and disadvantage.  Whistle the illegal contact that impacts play.

The key to good offi ciating of rebounding is positioning. Regardless of 
what position you’re in - lead, trail or center - obtaining an open look will 
make the job easier.

Fouls - When a foul occurs, the off offi cials should freeze their fi eld of 
vision and observe the players.  Ignore the ball.  Pick out the player who 
committed the foul.  This can be vital if your partner loses the fouler.  Point 
to the shooter if free throw(s) will be attempted.  Initiate a switch so that 
the game can resume as soon as the foul reporting procedure is done.  Be 
aware of team foul totals so as to avoid a correctable error situation.

Free throws – This may be a break time for the players but it is not for 
offi cials.  Know the number of free throws.  Don’t be afraid to verbalize 
who the free thrower is.  This can discourage switching free throwers 
particularly when going to the opposite end of the court or after timeouts.  
It is very embarrassing to have the wrong player attempt the free throws.  

Be aware of potential substitutions.  Know the time on the clock in case 
a mistake occurs due to a free throw violation or some other problem.  All 
offi cials should ensure the marked lane spaces are properly occupied.

After the ball is bounced to the free thrower, focus on the players 
along the free throw lane.   All offi cials are (continued on page 17)
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responsible to enforce restrictions during free throws.  Players are prohibited 
from breaking the plane of the lane line with a foot before the ball contacts the 
backboard or ring.  

A player who cheats by breaking the plane too soon gains a tremendous 
advantage.  If it is the offense, an easy goal is often the result.  With the change in 
marked lane spaces this season, offensive players may attempt to spin behind the 
defender nearest the endline to obtain a better position.  Such moves are illegal 
if the player violates the marked lane space boundary with a foot before the ball 
contacts the backboard or ring.  

As the game progresses, early entries can lead to more and more contact 
during free throws.  The rules committee believes that vigilant handling of all 
aspects of free throws will reduce the rough play that often occurs.  

Clock operation - Take a peak at the clock if you are not the calling official 
for a foul or violation.  When play resumes, ensure the clock starts if you are off 
ball and have no competitive matchup in your PCA.  If a shot clock is part of 
your game, being vigilant here can prevent many problems.  Catching clock 
errors as they happen will enhance your credibility as good crew.

Bench decorum - A coach should not be talking to officials every time 
down the court. There may be a few legitimate times when a coach, who does it 
courteously, may bring up something that’s bothering him/her.  However, if the 
coaches or bench personnel are unwilling to act appropriately, then officials must 
penalize such conduct.  The key to the whole situation is contained in one word: 
guts.  Coaches will go only as far as you let them. So let them know early in the 
game who’s in charge.

Throw-ins - In these situations most teams run set plays or specials.  All 
officials should be alert to the screening and cutting taking place.  Although the 
administering official (lead or trail) has an on-ball responsibility for the throw-
in, even he/she should be aware of off-ball activity near the throw-in spot.  The 
administering official should move away from the thrower to increase the wide 
triangle field of vision off ball.

In the case of a front court end line throw-in, if the offensive team likes to 
get the ball to its low post player, the covering official(s) should get a position 
that provides an open angle to see the play.  In some cases this may take the 
center deeper than usual.  Adjust your position accordingly once the ball has 
been inbounded.  Watch post players jockey for position.  Watch screens in and 
near the free throw lane.  Ensure the screener does not displace the defender to 
create space for the screener or a teammate to obtain an easy pass and goal near 
the basket

Boundary lines - If the crew is doing a good job of off-ball officiating, there 
will be times when the covering official will not know who caused the ball to 
go out of bounds.  The covering official should look to a partner for help.  That 
partner should make the call.  In this way the play can be called correctly, without 
sacrificing off-ball coverage.

Basket interference and goaltending - The off ball outside official has the 
primary responsibility for basket interference and goaltending.  

Loose balls - While it doesn’t happen often when players dive on the floor, be 
aware of the potential for a cheap shot during the first few plays after that.  Pay 
specific attention to those players involved in the pileup.

Successful off-ball officiating starts with a good pre-game conference.  The 
crew needs to discuss the responsibilities of each position both on and off ball in 
order to officiate the best possible game as a crew.    

The Official’s Manual identifies areas of coverage on the court.  However, 
good officiating is dependent upon cooperation among the crew and constant 
adjustments. Where the players are, the ball location and strategic factors impact 
these adjustments. Occasionally this may cause an official to extend coverage 
outside the primary coverage area or to stay with an off-ball match-up when the 
ball enters his/her PCA.

Veteran officials understand team offensive and defensive strategies.  This 
knowledge can be quite helpful in off-ball officiating. When you know what 
offensive or defensive plays a team is running, it is easier to anticipate the timing 
and location of players away from the ball. That results in better coverage of 
possible illegal actions.

If each official in the crew does a good job of executing his responsibilities off 
ball, then the crew is on target to officiate a good game.

The author of this article is Paul Behr, Bd. 403, SC

The Referee
They asked me why I chose to be,

Of all things, a referee
And for the world of me, I couldn’t say

For it was hard work and little pay.

It might have been a way of staying near
To a sport you liked and held so dear.
I’m not really sure, so I couldn’t tell

It was a thankless job and you sure caught hell.

Yet in all the years up and down the fl oor
I always hoped that I could go one more.

I can truthfully say I don’t regret
The loss of sleep and the strain and sweat.

Nor the icy roads and the snow so deep
Or the times they called me a crooked creep,

Or when the lights went out and the showers were cold,
Nor a hundred other things untold.

So if I had to tell why I chose to be,
One of those silly old referees,

I guess I’d just have to admit to you.
It was something I just liked to do.

I enjoyed the kids as they played the game,
And the coaches too as they strived for fame.
And the crowds who yelled and booed at me

For I was the goat, I was the referee.

At times they had good reason too
I’ll admit, I blew a few,

But when the game was over and done,
I like to think I had some fun.

As I packed my bag and headed for the door
There were times I thought I wouldn’t go back for more.

But if they asked me, I knew I would
For I loved to referee, even if not so good.

And if I had a choice of things I’d be,
I guess I’d still be a referee

With all the faults that I can fi nd,
I still didn’t do bad for being blind.

Author Unknown
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Forward completed form to:

IAABO, Inc.,
 P.O. Box 355

 Carlisle, PA  17013-0355

Registration Deadline: April 13, 2009
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Spouse/ Guest Breakfast
Saturday, April 25, 2009

Name:  ______________________________

Board Number:  ____________

Address:  ________________________________

City:  _____________  State: ____  Zip:  ______

Number of Guests:  _______________

Name:  ________________________________
Address:  ______________________________
City:  _______________  State:  ___  Zip:  ___
Total Enclosed:  ___________
List Members of Foursome:
1.  ___________________________________
2.  ___________________________________
3.  ___________________________________
4.  ___________________________________

Golf Registration
Thur., April 23, 2009/8:00 AM Shotgun Start

$95.00/Golfer
Foursomes who wish to play together should 
be specifi ed on the registration form. Make full 
payment for the foursome listed below:

Make checks payable to:
IAABO

Send completed from to:
IAABO, Inc.,
 P.O. Box 355

 Carlisle, PA  17013-0355
Registration Deadline: April 13, 2009

HOTEL REGISTRATION FORM

Regal Sun

Name _____________________________ Bd. No._______

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ State _______ ZIP _________

For Reservation: Arrival _______ Departure _______

No. of Rooms: _____ @ $______ per night X ______ (no. of 
nights)= TOTAL $___________

______ I’ve enclosed my check for the fi rst night’s deposit to 
hold reservation or

charge my card ___ AMEX ___ MasterCard ___ Visa

Credit Card No. ____________________ Exp. __/__/__

Signature _______________________________________
Mail to:   1850 Hotel Plaza Blvd.,  PO Box 22202
Lake Buena Vista, Florida
Regal Sun will guarantee room reservations until April 13, 2009.
Rooms are available at a seminar rates from $99 to $139 per 
night, plus applicable taxes.

Call Toll Free or Complete Form Below and Return
800.624.4109  (Phone) 

Tour our hotel via our website www.regalsunresort.com

10th Annual
IAABO Life Membership Luncheon

Saturday, April 25, 2009
12 Noon

No. of registrant(s)____@ $30/person =_____

Name of Registrant(s)__________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Board No. ______________

Make checks payable to IAABO and mail to:
IAABO, P.O. Box 355, Carlisle, PA  17013-0355 
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The Last Call

During your distinguished offi ciating career, you have made 
every call – except one.  And it clearly will be your toughest.  You 
have dreaded its arrival -- ignored it, delayed it, and tried to hide 
from it.  Oh, how your ever-loyal inner self always told you that 
nothing could prevent it.  And now, it is here – albeit uninvited 
and unwelcome.  Yet, you are poised and ready to confront it.  
You have fought the good fi ght and have prepared yourself as 
best you could.  This is your defi ning moment; you have no 
regrets.  The time has come…to make your last call. 

 At long last, you have made the call to retire from 
offi ciating.  Surely, you will miss it and you are saddened that 
Father Time is calling.  “Why could he not wait one more year?” 
you plead.  After applying reason, you realize that now – not 
next season or the season after – but now is the right time.  By 
retiring, you are not conceding defeat; rather…you are showing 
strength.

You refl ect further, “Where have all the years gone?”  It seems 
just yesterday when you were in-demand, at the apex of your 
career, the Top Dog.  Those splendid intangibles to offi ciating: the 
excitement of the games, the gratifi cation of your contributions, 
and the pleasure in meeting so many wonderful people make it 
awfully diffi cult to step aside.  “Nothing lasts forever,” you tell 
your reluctant self.  You remain steadfast as you take a deep 
breath and hold your head high, for you know that this call…is 
a must call. 

 Then, you ask, “What am I to do?”  This is a tough 
one.  Because knowing that you will referee no more, induces 
feelings of emptiness and melancholy.  After decades of blowing 
the whistle, it all seems to have come and gone as if it were a 
lightning quick fast break.  And then, it dawns on you.  Like never 
before, it becomes crystal clear what basketball offi ciating is all 
about:  what you have contributed to the game, your successors, 
and – most importantly – what you have received from the game.  
“Why could I not see this before?” you exclaim.  

Your Contributions To The Game
You fi nd comfort in knowing that you have given 100 percent 

effort.  Like several before you, you have left an indelible mark 
on the great game of basketball.  It matters none whether your 
contributions are felt locally, regionally, or nationally for they 
have not gone unnoticed.  It is understood that the games will 
go on without you, and you are perfectly content with that 
realization.  Your leadership traits, passion for the game, and 
positive examples will be refl ected in future generations of 
referees.  Looking back, briefl y, you never missed a call and you 
will be damned if you are going to miss this one.  Yes, this call…
will surely improve the game. 

Your Successors
You take immeasurable pride in knowing that your successors 

are trained and ready; they will elevate the game to even greater 
heights.  There is intrinsic beauty in knowing that they will be 
better than you.  By passing down your experiences and knowledge 
to the next generation of referees, you have ensured that your 
contributions to the game will outlive you.  You may be retiring, 
but your thoughts will always be on offi ciating.  When watching 
the games, you will be unable to control yourself from looking “off 
ball” or anticipating the play.  In respect to the next era of basketball 
offi ciating, this is one call you will not – cannot – pass on.

What You Have Received From The Game
  There is no greater value to basketball officiating than 

the camaraderie among fellow officials.  You will forever 
value the many life experiences with your colleagues over the 
years – on and off the court.  Most likely, it is those on-court 
experiences that will be treasured most: game-saving calls, 
ejections, buzzer beaters, coach technical fouls, and a lifetime 
of memorable situations that bring you personal joy.  It will be 
impossible to forget the travel snafu’s, jokes, social outings, 
and how you supported each other through the peaks and 
valleys.  Also remembered will be the wide array of personnel: 
coaches, players, administrators, supervisors, staff members, 
adoring fans (both of them!) and others you have met, forged 
relationships with, or in one way or another left a lasting 
impression.  “Thank God for those beautiful people,” you 
tell yourself.  That and much more will be missed, but never 
lost nor forgotten.  Nothing can take away your cherished 
memories -- they will be there for you to reflect upon to help 
soothe the days ahead.

From Little Leaguer to Heavy Hitter…
  Suddenly, your mind races as you recall your youngest 

days of playing sandlot baseball.  Oh what a tremendous 
letdown it was the day you came to realize that you would 
never be as good as your Major League icon.  “It’s not fair,” 
you said, then.  “I’ll never be anybody important.”  You were 
never more wrong about yourself.  Who would have thought 
then that by becoming a referee you would fill that competitive 
void in your life?  Even in your wildest of dreams, you could 
never have predicted that officiating would have become such 
a colossal part of your adult life.  You smile and shake your 
head…then bellow a hearty laugh.  Choosing to referee the 
games…was an obvious call, after all.

 And so, it has come down to this: you find yourself, 
alone, in the waning seconds…of the last game…of the 
closing season.  After this final horn sounds, there will be no 
more games, no more seasons for you.  You inhale for one 
concluding, uninterrupted blast of the whistle.  The call is 
made; the game is over.  Although the call has a resounding 
impact to the outcome of the game, let there be no doubt as to 
the victor.  As the cheerful crowd heads for the exits, the arena 
grows silent.  While glancing at the game clock which reads 
0.0, you remove the lanyard for the final time.  

“Old Soldiers never die; they just fade away.” – General 
Douglas MacArthur

Games or no games, you know you will be just fine.  After 
pondering it all, you buck up and realize what a terrific run 
you had and can be thankful for having the God-given ability 
to do it all.  You are delighted beyond words in knowing that 
you will be respected for much, appreciated for more, and 
honored in the hearts and minds of many – forever.  There is 
no need to look back, old friend, because everyone knows that 
you have done your best.  And you have saved your very best, 
in making…your last call.

Written for and as a living tribute to Edgar Cartotto, 
Mickey Crowley, Charlie McCarthy, Joe Wolfe and all who 
have made a lifetime of contributions to advance the art of 
basketball officiating.



IAABO Lines
Condolences to: Charles Ketter, President, Bd 106 ONT, on the passing of his mother; Walter Mischler, Bd 
194, on the passing of his mother, Frances; Richard Powers, Bd 44, on the passing of his sister; Dennis Herbert, 
IAABO, Inc. Executive Committee Member (Region 9), and his wife, Susan, on the passing of Susan’s father, 
David Hains, Sr.; Roger MacTavish, Bd. 39 NY, on the passing of his wife, Marion; Larry Jones, Bd 70, on 
the passing of his mother; Doug Hartzok, Bd 70, on the passing of his mother; Irv Stephenson, Bd 70, on the 
passing of his mother; Richard Powers, Bd 44 MA, on the passing of his sister; Mike Millione, Bd 12 DC, on 
the passing of his father; Family members and friends of Bd 26 MA, on the passing of Tom McGowan, Past 
President, Bd. 26 and member of IAABO for 45 years; Gerry Sorge, Bd 26 MA, on the passing of his wife, 
Maureen; Stan Hilton, Past President, Bd 26 MA, on the passing of his brother; Steve Palmieri, Bd 26 MA, on 
the passing of his father; Ron Chapdelaine, Secretary, Bd 26 MA, on the passing of his mother-in-law; William 
Gossellin, Bd 44 MA, on the passing of his father; Bd 192 ONT, on the passing of Trevor Field; Board No. 8 on 
the passing of Steve Shaw; Scott Davis, Bd 8 CT, on the passing of his mother.
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Get Ready for Summer School
Even though we have not even reached the halfway point of this basketball season, 

it is time to think about attending a spring or summer IAABO Referee School. IAABO 
Offi cial Schools are creatively designed to make you a better offi cial by involving you 
in stimulating classroom sessions, on the court offi ciating with experienced observers, 
and follow up and feedback through the use of DVDs of your on court performance 
which you get to keep.  The personalized DVDs are unbeatable for improving your 
performance on the court.

The schedule for the various Offi cial Schools is being established and although not 
complete at press time, it tentatively is as follows: University of Northern Colorado 
(June 18-20), the New 
England area (late June), 
Susquehanna (mid July), and 

Disney (late July-early August).
Last year, all of the Offi cial Schools sold out early. Start to plan now to attend and 

get a seat.  IAABO hopes to have all fi nalized Offi cial School details published in the 
next edition of the Sportorial.  All IAABO Offi cial School Registration Forms and 
Scholarship Applications can be found in the next Sportorial or by contacting the 
IAABO offi ce or website. 

IABBO hopes to see you at one of its Offi cial Schools this summer.  It’s a smart move 
and IAABO guarantees you will be pleased with the results you attain from attending 
Offi cials’ School. The education and exposure you will receive is unmatched.


